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Peter the Hermit. The wonders which he wrought ia
the minds and hearts of men were believed to be accom-
panied by miraculous powers of healing and of blessing.
But in the display of his miraculous powers, the preacher
showed prudence and sagacity. Some he healed in-
stantaneously; to others he declared that their cure
would be prejudicial to their salvation, and, therefore,
displeasing to G-od; others must wait the fitting time,
they had not yet suffered long enough the chastening
discipline of the Lord. He blessed many wells, over
which chapels were built and long hallowed by popular
veneration. Before the close of the year, full of fame
as the preacher of the cross, Fulk of Neuilly attended
the great meeting of the Cistercian Order, and himself
took the cross with the Bishop of Langres. Yet the
Order declined to delegate any of their body as attend-
ants of the preacher. They gave him, however, a mul-
titude of crosses to distribute, which were almost snatched
from his hands by the eager zeal of his followers, as 'he
left the church. The news spread that, like Peter the
Hermit, he was about himself to head a crusade ; thou-
sands flocked around him, but he would only receive
the poor as his followers; he declined the association of
the rich.

He pursued his triumphant career with the full sano
tion of his Bishop, through Normandy and Brittany,
Burgundy and Flanders, everywhere preaching the
crusade, everywhere denouncing the vices of the age
avarice, usury, rapacity. Nobles, knights, citizens, serfs,
crowded around him; they took the cross from his
hands, they gazed in astonishment at his miracles;
their zeal at times rose to an importunate height; they
tore his clothes from him to keep the shreds as hallowed
reliques. Fulk seems to have been somewhat pas-